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Our 2021 Show was a great success and we scraped in just hours before a  lockdown.
We put together an interesting 119th Helensville Show, with a focus as always on agriculture. We welcomed back 

dog trials and shearing, introduced a cultural element, and added a second stage for local performances.
We had an inspirational cultural opening to the show with Kaumatua Adrian Noda supported by the superb Kaipara 

College Tu Rangatira performance group, and must thank Brianne Te Paa at the college for her organisation and 
guidance. Mayor Phil Goff and MPs Chris Penk and Marja Lubeck were present, plus of course our Patrons Malcolm 
Keane and Trevor Holst.  Chris Penk officially opened the show and presented Life Membership to Waldon Ellett and 
Steward of the Year to Fiona Hackett, in recognition of their years of service. 

The crowds �ocked in.  Lockdown had caused many events around Auckland to cancel, so as one of the few family 
events that weekend, aided by excellent weather and a great day of fun activities, we had our best crowd ever.   This year 
the Tu Tangi Ora Waka Ama club ran the gate and did an amazing job. We almost ran out of parking for the �rst time!

A new trade layout worked well and led people through the various trade stands to our new second stage. This stage 
was the focus of local acts all day including the Pet Dog Show, Choredography dancing dogs, an Open Mic talent show, 
the Junior Farmer competition, and a Water Balloon Toss.  Near the stage, Ōrākei Marae created a popular Māori craft 
hub, demonstrating and selling weaving, carving, natural remedies and art.  

Neil Sidwell’s 'Pedal Power' shearing proved a great interactive event for 
visitors.  And the Helensville Dog Trial Club included their competition in the 
Show again, and held a ‘Bark Up’ at lunchtime!  We hope both shearing and dog 
trials will become permanent features at future shows.  Along with the RNZAF 
Working Dogs, who put on several demonstrations and Q&A sessions, the Pet 
Dog Show (kindly judged by one of the dog handlers from the RNZAF team) and 
Dancing Dogs, it was quite the doggy show! In the equestrian area a new ring for 
Pleasure Horses & Ponies was introduced and well attended, and Hector's Farm 
Hack class was ramped up and drew a good crowd (and more of a challenge for 
the participants).

On the main stage, local band Selohrae entertained the crowd over 
lunchtime, followed by The Groove Diggers in the afternoon.   

Our Trade Site winner this year was Barfoot & Thompson, and the 
Community Trade Site was won by the Rodney Beekeepers Club.  Congrats to 
them both, and to all tradies for their enthusiasm and displays.

Liberty Brewery did a wonderful job on the bar and we are pleased to have 
this excellent local, award-winning company as part of our Show family. The 
Puhoi Axeman's Club, as always, provided great competition and 
entertainment, this year proudly sponsored by Barfoot & Thompson.

Our thanks to our supportive sponsors.  We appreciate your involvement 
and thank you for your continued loyalty.  Also a big shout out to the many 
volunteers that help out over the set-up week and also on the Friday (indoor 
day) and Saturday Show day.  The Show is simply not manageable without the volunteer base and we appreciate that 
every year they turn up to continue this tradition.  If you know someone who would like to help, please tell them not to 
be shy and let us know!

And �nally our hardworking executive committee had another busy year putting the show together; thanks to 
them all for their ongoing efforts.  Special thanks to Louise Brooks, our Show Manager this year, who delivered a second 
excellent show.  Louise has now moved on and you will meet our new Show Manager further on in the newsletter.

Shona Addison
President 2019-2021
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People

We're pleased to introduce the following role changes from 
our July AGM – it's a Dave-fest!

§ Dave van Dam (right)  is our new President.  Dave has 
been on the Executive for �ve years and prior to that 
was our Show Manager for a two year term.  Dave 
brings great knowledge of every aspect of running the 
Show and grounds, and is going to be a wonderful 
President, along with his delightful wife Retts.

§ Dave Mason takes on the role of Show Manager.  Dave is resident in South 
Head, where he and his wife Christine have just established an avocado 
orchard.  Dave has an interesting history of both farming and 
design/communication, so we know he will be a great asset to our team. 

§ Dave & Shona Addison were made Life Members.  Dave A has been the chief 
photography steward for 35 years and is also our official photographer on 
Show Day.  He has developed our website and is involved behind-the 
scenes in much of our production/advertising/media with his journalistic 
skills.  Shona is the fourth generation of the Aitkenhead family to serve on 
the Helensville Show committee, has been a committee member for over 25 
years, and served two terms as President. Shona is involved in many aspects 
of the show, but is usually found in the equestrian areas.  
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We had this Executive Committee photo taken after the 119th Show and 
thought you would enjoy meeting the crew (for those that don't know us all)!

Back, L-R:  Richard Bradly, Julie Croft, Louise Brooks, Cathryn Loveday, Laura Glasson, 
Rick Croft
Front, L-R: Anne Holst, Angela Lemmen, Shona Addison, Sophie Holst, Gaby 
Cornelius  (absent: Dave van Dam)

We also farewell and thank 
Louise Brooks for her two years 
as Show Manager.

L o u i s e  b r o u g h t 
enthusiasm, a background of 
competing at A&P Shows, great 
marketing and communication 
skills and organised two very 
successful shows.  Louise is still 
in the area and we very much 
hope to  see her  and her 
daughter in the Pinto ring 
come Show day!

Thank you Louise from the 
Executive and Association.  

We would like to thank 
our local Vets North team, 
for again agreeing to be 
our Honorary Vets on 
Show Day.

This is a role we always 
hope will not be needed 
on the day but is  an 
essential component for 
our Health & Safety plan.  
Vets North are of course 
also one of our Supreme 
Champion Sponsors and 
provide stunning prize 
packages on Show Day to 
our Pinto, Hack & Small 
Hack, Dairy Goats, Dairy 
Cattle and Pet Goat rings.  
Thanks Vets North.

Show Vets

Thanks Louise
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Community

One of the things we are most proud about with the Helensville Show is the community engagement.  We didn't 
appreciate how rare this was until Louise attended an Auckland Unlimited meeting with some other major event 
organisers, who had no idea how to include their community in their experience.   As the biggest community event in 
the Helensville area, we engage with a variety of local clubs and groups, to our mutual bene�t.

Groups which �nancially bene�t from the Helensville Show every year are:

§ Helensville Lions, who on Show Day provide over 100 lunches for the volunteers, dignitaries, judges and 
committee. The Lions also run their own tuck shop on Show day selling pies and drinks. They work long and hard in 
this endeavour and they are AMAZING (and probably exhausted for days afterwards!).

§ KKK and Waimauku Scouts, who rent us marquees, stay over on the grounds and pick up our rubbish every year, 
providing a hugely appreciated service for us.

§ The gate roster – this year that was Tu Tangi Ora Waka 
Ama Club, who worked with military precision and 
great enthusiasm to keep the traffic �owing in and 
out of the grounds. It's a long day on the gates and 
they deserved ever penny of their commission.

§ Kaipara College,  through the Tu Rangatira 
performance (left) and the band Selohrae.

§ Helensville Community Recycling Centre, for waste 
management.

§ St John ambulance services.

Additionally the following groups provide voluntary 
services:

§ Kindred Family Services, providing an area for parents with small children and babies, so they may change or feed 
them in a quiet space.

§ Rotary South Kaipara this year stepped in and made a Seniors’ Drop-in Zone for our older visitors, so they could take 
some time out to relax from the noise and sun.

§ Helensville Museum, which annually creates an important link to the district's history and usually some sort of 
interactive experience (this year the all-popular butter making!)

§ Kaipara College senior students are active on the grounds on Show day, helping with some of our stands, assisting 
the Lions with the lunches, and also providing kitchen help for the Friday lunch. 

And we also give out ten free community trade sites each year, to local 
not-for-pro�t groups.  This year those groups included the Helensville 
Pony Club, Mana Whenua Crafts people, St John's Op Shop, Rural 
Women NZ, Compost Collective, Rodney Beekeepers Assn, South 
Kaipara Community Patrol, Kumeu Small Landowners Assn, Rodney 
Neighbourhood Support, Brightside Spinners, and the South Kaipara 
Food Security Group.

The district's many primary schools are great supporters, 
particularly in cheering for their competitors in the Junior Farmer 
competition but also in entering the Kidz Cut-outs (right) which 
you see around the grounds on Show day. 

It is a real bonus that we can all work together to create this 
community event each year. 

Spring 2021
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Fundraising for 2021

During each year we organise 3-4 fundraising events, to help maintain the Showgrounds and provide additional 
income to run the Helensville Show.  Additionally we apply for grants for various projects too.

This year we planned an upgrade to the very old trestle tables which we use in the hall for the indoor displays 
and which are also used during the year in the kitchen.  These are heavy, cumbersome, old and pretty tatty and 
well past retirement.  The Lions Club of Helensville heard our cries for help and kindly donated 20 brand new, 
sturdy and yet lightweight trestle tables.  These are much appreciated and we know will be used frequently – 
including by themselves on show day in the kitchen!  Thank you, Lions Club, that saved us a lot of fundraising!

We are indebted to the Rodney Local Board for their continued support, as well as Grassroots for their funding.

Just last month our Sophie organised an excellent Facebook auction, with donated product being auctioned 
through our Facebook page.  This is a great idea and one we hope to repeat annually.

Our thanks to Gibbs Farm for again granting us 
a fundraising day, this year on Thursday 18th 
November.

Tickets are available online at Event�nder: 
tinyurl.com/svs7xk5t, or through the Show 
office.  $60 a head, with admission from 10am 
until 2pm.  Please use the Barr Road entrance 
to park, NOT the SH16 entrance which causes 
traffic disruption to the main road.  This 
opportunity is provided at no cost by Gibbs 
Farm and the price is set by and bene�ts the 
Helensville Show.  Did you know that Gibbs are 
always on the lookout for poplars, willow and 
coprosma to feed their giraffes and other wildlife?  Often they will come and cut them out and take it away, so if 
you have any shelterbelts or plantations of these trees, give us a call and we put you in touch with the contact.

Coming up in November, we have our annual Helensville Show Edwina Francis Memorial Horse Trek, held over 
the Bradly & Kidd Farms.  This year it is on Sunday 28th November, starting at 10am.  The trek is approximately 
two hours long, walking only and starts at the end of Bradly Road (gates open from 9am).  There will be a Covid 
scan-in barcode on-site.  The numbers are limited to 60 so reserve your spot by paying $40 now and registering 
by email to info@helensvilleshow.co.nz   Special thanks to the Bradly and Kidd families for their generosity.

Also still available are the Helensville Show shopping bags (left).  If 
you haven't got one, these are brilliant bags.

They have a hard base, which �ips on its side so it folds down 
when not in use.  Carries 3 Eastlight folders and they're really good 
at the supermarket.  Shona has been seen carting them all round 
the country, from Kerikeri to Invercargill,  with her work samples in!  
They are $8 each or three for $20.  Email the office.

Facebook
For those that are not aware of our page, go to 
facebook.com/HelensvilleShow and like us, so you can keep 
in touch with our news throughout the year.  
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Grounds

Earlier this year we did an 
upgrade on the much-used sand 
track.  Over winter in particular the 
sand track is used by our keyholders 
when the main racetrack is too wet. 
It was getting over-run with weeds, 
so a major spray was done and then 
a deep harrow, resulting in a much-
improved surface.  Since then, 
regular grading has been taking 
place to maintain it. All this work 
was done voluntarily, and we'd like 
to  thank the fo l lowing local 
treasures for their help: 

§ Chris Brennan and Nufarm, for 
donating the spray. 

§ Don Rhodes from Sprayed on 
Services,  for applying the 
spray.

§ Andy Holst,  Kaipara Farm 
Services, for power harrowing 
the track.

§ Richard Bradly for the ongoing 
maintenance.

It looks fantastic and has been riding 
nicely since.    Thanks team.

Keyholders
Keyholder renewal is due 1st October.
There are some changes to the pricing and a family option, so from 1st October 2021 the Keyholder 

contract will be:

§ $150 per annum, for one rider.  Plus $57.50 key bond if a new applicant.
§ $200 per annum, for a family key – covers either 1 adult + 1 child up to 18 years or 2 children up to 18 years. 

Additional children can be added for $25 each, on top of the $200.
§ $120 per annum, for Helensville Pony Club members.

Existing keyholders will be receiving an email and new contract shortly.  With lockdown, we will be doing 
this as contactlessly as possible.

The grounds will be open again for riders at Level 2, which we hope won't be too far off.  The same system of 
scanning will be in place, and/or texting your arrival/leaving times to the Show mobile phone - 021 529 689.  

A reminder that at Level 2 it is necessary to sanitise, socially distance, and of course scan in. 
As always, thanks to our keyholders for their diligence in complying with the Covid regulations at the 

Showgrounds. We want to keep everyone safe, especially our Graeme and Richard, who are regularly at the 
grounds in their maintenance roles, and Dave Mason, who will be back at the grounds at Level 2.

At Level 1 the Showgrounds are a busy place and over the past 
year they have been hired for weddings, �lm crew parking, motor 
home rallies, dog training, and riders of course. Coming up will be 
Group Day (depending on lockdown and if the local schools are able 
to hold their Calf Club/Ag days). If you have an event and wish to 
discuss hiring the entire or part of the Showgrounds, talk to Dave 
Mason in the office, phone 09 420 7572 or 021 529 689.
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SUPREME CHAMPION SPONSORS

CHAMPION SPONSORS

RED RIBBON SPONSORS

Burmester Realty, Butch Pet Foods, Christine & Ernie Smith, Dash Website Design, FIGG Flowers 
Information Gallery Gifts, Gourmet Transport, J Wilson Builders, PaperPlus Helensville & Lotto, 
Parakai Springs Lodge, PGG Wrightson, Physio Flex, Property Brokers, Raines Homewares

Our Sponsors

The Showgrounds office is open on Tuesday and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Dave Mason - Show Manager

Phone:  (09) 420 7572
Email: info@helensvilleshow.co.nz

Helensville A&P Association
62 Railway Street, Helensville

Office Hours & Contact

www.helensvilleshow.co.nz

Follow us on Facebook!

BLUE RIBBON SPONSORS

Cova Girls, Dunstan Feeds, Laser Electrical Helensville, Laser Plumbing Silverdale,
NZ Standardbred Breeders’ Association, Prydes Easi Feed, Royal Canin, Rural Women’s Institute, 
The Hunting Lodge

YELLOW RIBBON SPONSORS

Aitkenhead Family, David & Hilary Bott, Helensville News, Helensville Women’s Institute, House of 
Patchwork, John Smith, Livamol, Megan Glasson, NZ Pinto Society Inc, Parakai Springs, Pony 
Breeders Society of NZ, Shona Addison, The Picture Framing Co Kumeu, Welsh Pony and Cob 
Society of NZ

Please support our loyal sponsors. We cannot exist without their valuable and greatly appreciated sponsorship.  It’s 
never been more pertinent to support and buy local.

Spring 2021
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