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2012 saw our 110th show.  It was my
fifth as president and at one stage it 
looked as if it was going to be my
first wet one. The weather in the
weeks before the show had been
almost perfect for preparation and
the grounds were looking a picture.
However show week started with
showers and 35mm of rain on
Wednesday and Thursday added to
my anxiety, thankfully that was the
end of the rain and the work done on 
the grounds previously had helped
to keep any adverse effect to a
minimum.

Show day dawned fine, water
pooling in areas of the trade space
and some soft spots between the 
horse rings were all that remained of
the mid week downpour. A few
horse floats insisted on driving into
these soft spots and were towed out,
otherwise the horse events
proceeded on schedule.

The trade space personnel, under
J ohn Glass on , a re to be
commended on their work in getting
their area ready, draining puddles,
laying straw and re allocating sites
where the booked site was wet and
muddy. Most of the trade space
holders were most understanding of
the difficulties that we were

operating under and were grateful
when John could accommodate
them to a drier position.

Gate takings were down a little, it is
difficult to pinpoint the reason why,
the weather could have played a
part in this, and there were many
other competing events in the
Auckland area.

We had a survey conducted on
show day in an effort to better
understand the appeal of the show
to the public, and how we could
improve their experience. The
results were enlightening, the
majority came to see animals and
the biggest complaint was the lack of 
seating and shade and variety of
food stalls. The latter can be easily
rectified, and the Executive will have
to work on the former as livestock
entries were slightly down again this
year.

It has been busy, interesting and
sometimes stressful year for our
secretary/manager Marion. She has
now survived her first show and has
a much better appreciation of how
things come together on Show Day
and will now be able to put some of
her own ideas into practice. Marion
is grateful to all those committee
members and volunteers who have

guided and assisted her throughout
the year.

One of the areas Marion is working
on is the reduction of expenditure in 
administration. With postage rates
on the rise again this is one area 
where substantial savings can be
m a d e u s i n g e l e c t r o n i c
communications. Members can
assist by making sure that Marion
has their email address.

There have been no new
nominations for the Executive
Committee again this year, which is
very disappointing as without a
regular transfusion of new blood
together with its ideas and
enthusiasm the show will stagnate 
and eventually die. We have a full
committee again this year but I know
some of the longer serving members
would have gladly stood aside to
accommodate new candidates. 

This is my last show as President
and I want to take this opportunity to 
thank the Committee and all the
volunteers, who appear every show
week. You all freely give your time to
produce a successful show, in fact
without you there would be no A&P 
Show in Helensville.

Chris Clark, Outgoing President

This year’s AGM was held on Wednesday, 11 July, with a very
good turnout on what was quite an unpleasant, winter evening.

Comprehensive Show Reports were presented by John
Glasson (Trade Section), Hilary Bott (Indoor Section), Anne
Holst (Livestock Section) and Marion presented a report from
Graeme Bradly for the Equestrian Section. These reports were
informative and overall very positive with most sections running
very smoothly on the day, though Show Week weather caused
some hairy moments for the Trade team.

In Executive Committee movements, Jordan Bradly was
elected to the position of President. Jordan is the youngest
ever President of the Helensville A&P Association but has
been involved with the Association all his life and at Executive
level for several years now (see elsewhere this newsletter for
Jordan’s bio). Shona Addison moves into the previously
vacant Vice President position and Gabrielle Cornelius remains 
as Junior Vice President. Chris Clark, Anne Holst and Richard
Bradly were re-elected to the Executive and we thank all these
people for their commitment.

Andy Holst acknowledged, on behalf of the Association and its
Members the efforts of outgoing President, Chris Clark, during
his two terms in the role. Thank you again Chris and we hope 
you enjoy the extra family adventures you can now enjoy with a
little more time up your sleeve!

The Executive Committee were delighted to present for the
Members’ approval nomination of Life Membership to former
President, Hilary Bott and long-time stalwart Thelma Faulkner.
Nominations for two Outstanding Service Awards were also
presented, to Adelia Hackett and Jackie Milina. These Awards
will be formally presented at the next Show, on Saturday, 23
February 2013. The Awardees and their wonderful
contributions are detailed more fully over the page. 

The Executive is very happy to receive nominations for the
above awards at any time during the year, just contact Marion 
at the office or speak to an Executive Member.

Thank you again to everyone who was able to attend the AGM, 
and here’s to a very successful 2012/13 Show season.

Merry Christmas and a New Happy Year!

Update and News
Schedule out, Show update 
Pages 2- 3!

Horse Measuring Dates

Dates for the 2014/2015 
Season!
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Helensville 
Christmas Parade
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Kaikohe A&P Show 16th January 2016!

Warkworth A&P Show 23rd January 2016!

Paparoa A&P Show 6th February 2016!
                                                  Northern Wairoa A&P Show 13th February 2016

Franklin A&P Show 20th-21st February 2016!!

Kaitaia A&P Show 26th-27th February 2016

Helensville A&P Show 27th February 2016!

Kumeu A&P Show 12th-13th March 2016!
Auckland Easter Show 24th-28th March 2016

Helensville A&P Association Membership: 
$30 per year (subscription runs 1 June - 31 
May)!

Helensville Showgrounds Keyholder 
Subscription: $120 per year + one-off 
refundable key bond of $57.50
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As I write this we are offically two weeks out from Christmas. Christmas also means that we are two months out from the 114th A&P 
Show, which in case you don't know happens Saturday 27th February 2016.

I must admit then when I started as the Associations Show Manager/Secretary I didn't fully understand the role.

This admission doesn't mean that I went into it blind but it is the realisation that the Annual Show exists because of the amount of 
input that all of the volunteers contribute to ensuring that the Show happens. 

The Show is a result of all of your hard work. We can organise acts, events, competitions, trade displays, funding, food and all of the 
other physical things required for the Show but without the people it doesn't exist. To be able to attract 7000 people to your Show is a 
tremendious achievement and it happens because of the effort that you people go to to ensure that it happens and is successful. So pat 
yourself on the back for a job well done in the past and then ready yourself for February 2016. 

A comment that I hear frequently is that the volunteers are aging. Can I ask that we make a special effort to encourge others to come 
along and volunteer to help at the Show. Everyone is welcome and we can find a job for them. I guarantee that they will have a geat  
day out also.  

From our history File.
The 1916 Show

Our Sponsors
Page 4
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Schedule of Classes out!
Hardcopies of our 2016 Schedule of Classes 
have arrived at the office.  The Schedule is also 
available online at: 
www.helensvilleshowgrounds.co.nz or 
www.showdayonline.com !
If you’d like a hard copy please contact us 
at the Office 420 7572 or email  
info@helensvilleshowgrounds.co.nz and we’ll 
send one out to you.  

Closing dates for Equestrian and Livestock Sections 
are.... 

Friday 5th February 2016
Photography, Painting, Drawing, Sculpture and 
Original Writing sections....
Wednesday 17th February 2016
All other indoor entries....
Monday 22nd February 2016
!

Calling all kids....

The Association needs you to enter the childrens 
sections of the 2016 Show. 
There are classes for.....

Decorating eggs
Miniature Gardens
Lego or Knex Creations
Handcraft Articles
Model farms
Metal work & wood work
Sewing

There are lots of prizes to be won and you will 
have fun. 
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FUNDRAISING

This year marks Helensville’s 114th A&P Show.  In a time where 
things move fast and memories are often short, this town’s annual 
A&P Show Day remains a steady and beloved institution.   And a 
much remembered one: 'my aunt grew up in South Head and vividly 
remembers being bitten by a monkey at a sideshow one year' ! (She 
also remembers her friend riding up from Auckland to win all the 
Pony sections.)   This year it seemed timely to focus on the history 
of the town and its inhabitants with which the Show is so entwined. 
We’re trying to revisit the best of our past and ensure the long term 
currency of our Show.   The traditional sideshow games are making 
a resurgence and we’re happy to be hosting a Guess the Weight 
competition again this year.    We won’t, however, be bringing back 
monkeys.

If the classes are recognisably the same, then so is the purpose of 
today’s Show with its origins.    The first Helensville Show in 1900 
was organised by the Helensville Agricultural Association with the 
aims of encouraging friendships,  exchanging  agricultural  and  
pastoral  ideas  and  providing  for  agricultural  competition  
among the farming  and  village  community.    We hope that the  
2016 Show manages these goals too and in doing so showcases our 
wonderful town and its talented people to a wider populace.

We encourage you to enter the classes in this year’s Schedule and 
look forward to seeing you on the 27th February 2016.  

To paraphrase a saying from our sheep dog classes,... 'get in 
behind us' !

The Show and its Schedule

In November, we held two fundraisers for the Association: the 
annual Trivial Pursuit night and a Horse Trek over the Kidd and 
Bradly farms.   Both were a great success and supported with great 
affect by our local community.

The weather for the Horse Trek dawned fina after a major storm 
overnight.   The access into the site for some of the vehicles and 
floats was tricky but all made it in.

Thanks to Edwina and Gary for organising and leading this event. 
Thank you also to the Kidd and Bradly families for access to their 
farms along with Nga Maunga Whakahii o Kaipara Investments Ltd 
for access to the forestry.   There have been many requests for this 
event to happen again so look out for a repeat in April 2016.

_______________________________________________

http://www.helensvilleshowgrounds.co.nz
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http://www.showdayonline.com


Don’t Forget! Our Measuring Days 

The remaining Horse Measuring dates for the 

2015/2016 season are as follows:

Sunday 17th January 2016!

Sunday 07th February 2016

!
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Spotted at the annual Helensville Christmas Parade was our 
own A&P President; Rick Croft representing the Association. 
Not pictured but also very involved were Julie Croft, Laura 
Glasson and Shona Addison.

The float idea was extremely creative and novel and received 
2nd place in the Community Section. Well done to all involved.

The 114th Helensville A&P Show; Saturday 27th February 2016

The Dayle ITM sponsored Woodchopping competition is back with the 
North Harbour Axemen entertaining us with their technique and agility.    
There will be the usual livestock, horse and agricultural competitions, it 
is an A&P Show after all.   We are also building on previous shows and 
improving the food and hospitality areas so that visitors can sit down and 
enjoy something to eat.   Trade and display areas along with live 
entertainment will ensure that everyone has something to see.   

Helensville Christmas Parade

http://aucklandhavan.webs.com/contactus.htm
mailto:aucklandhorsehavan@yahoo.co.nz
http://aucklandhavan.webs.com/contactus.htm
mailto:aucklandhorsehavan@yahoo.co.nz
mailto:info@helensvilleshowgrounds.co.nz
http://www.poultryclub.org/
http://nzpoultryassociationsinc.co.nz/
mailto:info@helensvilleshowgrounds.co.nz
http://www.poultryclub.org/
http://nzpoultryassociationsinc.co.nz/


Our Show Sponsors!
Grand3Champion3  

!
Champion3 

!
Red3Ribbon33 
All"Things"Patchwork" 

Barfoot"&"Thompson" 

HorseTackNZ & TuffRock

BJ"Wilson"Builders"Ltd"

Butch"Pet"Foods"

Denby"Pottery"

Mike"Pero"Realty"Ltd"Helensville" 

Neville"Bros."Ltd"

Oikoumene"Forest"Ltd"

John Raine Ltd

Stanley"Phillips"Contract"Fencing" 

UHY"Haines"Norton"

RD1"Ltd"

Wilson"Hellaby"

Business Supporters 
K A Grasscare 
Advanced Dairy & Pumps Ltd  
Helensville News 2011 Ltd  
Helensville Copy & Print

Thank you to all our Blue, Yellow and Green 
Ribbon Sponsors who donate money and 
prizes, and often time, for our Show.  !

!
Contact!
David van Dam — Show Manager 

T"(09)"420"7572" 
E"info@helensvilleshowgrounds.co.nz"

Helensville A & P Association 
63 Railway Street  
Helensville !
PO Box 23
Helensville 0840 
New Zealand       
 

Like us on facebook!

!

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy 
New Year!
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!
Thank you to our generous 
sponsors and business 
supporters. Please make sure 
that you support them also.

From our history 
file:

1916 (17th Show) was the first 
year that the indoor exhibits were 
housed in the hall, formally 
marquees were used.

J. G Coates opened the hall. 
Funds for the hall were raised 
from the sale of 34 acres of land. 
John Osbourne built the two 
storey hall which measured 40ft 
by 80ft. 

At first the hall had offices and 
dining rooms on the ground floor 
and indoor exhibits on the upper 
floor. Hector Aitkenhead was 
President and L. Bailey was 
Secretary/Treasurer.

http://www.westcoastgallery.co.nz
http://ourwaitakere.co.nz
mailto:info@helensvilleshowgrounds.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/HelensvilleShow
http://www.westcoastgallery.co.nz
http://ourwaitakere.co.nz
mailto:info@helensvilleshowgrounds.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/HelensvilleShow



